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Please number your answers and your pages carefully.

Please answer 5 questions.  Questions 1 and 2 are compulsory.*


Time allowed: 3 hours

Question 1*
Improvisation is used extensively in many Speech and Drama classes. Discuss the benefits, or otherwise, of improvisational strategies, techniques and exercises, outlining your own personal opinion and practice.

Question 2*
“The ideal speaker combines confident delivery with sensitive interpretation.” Discuss this statement, focusing on the vocal practice, techniques, and exercises necessary to achieve its aim.

Question 3

You have been invited to present a short recital as part of a Christmas entertainment staged in your local library.   Discuss how you would develop an appropriate theme and programme, how you would maintain balance and variety, and present the recital, maintaining the interest of your diverse audience.  
Question 4
Imagine that you have been cast in a major role in a Shakespearean play.   Discuss how you would approach the task of exploring the text, its language, your role and the performance of Shakespearean verse.
Question 5

Give a critique of a production you have seen lately. Discuss its appeal to you, if any, from the perspectives of direction, setting and costume, the performance of the actors and audience engagement.
Question 6

Choose an Irish playwright or writer of your choice. Discuss his or her work from the perspective of theme, characterisation, style and language.
Question 7

You have been invited to direct a play for your local Youth Theatre. Discuss your approach as director, strategies and techniques you would adopt, and how you would develop a rapport with this young cast.
Question 8

What are the key features of good verse speaking? Focus on two or more contrasting poems with which you are familiar, and explore strategies and techniques that you would use to enhance interpretation and delivery in performance.
